
• Develop professional skills and competence;
• Encourage the acquisition and mastery of

responsible and thorough methods of research;
• Enable students to improve their ability to think

critically and achieve a greater measure of
intellectual independence;

• Encourage the integration of the student’s faith
and learning; and

• Accelerate the engagement of graduates’ faith in
their professions.

Graduate study requires independent direction, a
mature approach to study, and a commitment to
professional goals. Students who have
demonstrated a high level of achievement in
undergraduate work and who want to increase
their professional skills, expand their knowledge,
and qualify for more demanding responsibilities
are invited to apply for admission to Point Loma
Nazarene University’s Graduate Studies
Programs. 

Courses and programs are offered through
departments of the University. Faculty determine
the standards of admission, the standards for
retention, the requirements for graduation,
regulations governing transfer credit, and other
matters pertaining to academic activities and
responsibilities of graduate students. Thus, to
receive graduate credit and to be eligible for a
graduate degree, a student must be properly
admitted to a graduate degree program and must
meet the standards set by the faculty.

COMMUNITY STANDARDS

Above all, Point Loma Nazarene University is a
Christian community. Regardless of a student’s
personal religious perspective, when a student
enrolls at Point Loma, he or she has entered into
this community. As such, it is the hope of the
institution  that each student will sense the love
and holiness that characterizes life in Christ
throughout his/her period of participation in the
community.  Faculty and staff desire to model that
life in all they do.  

Studying in a Christian community has several
ramifications.  First it impacts the quality of
workmanship—-Christians offer God and each
other their very best work. Students and faculty
alike will be held to a very high standard of
workmanship.  Second, work in a Christian
community is characterized by integrity.  There is
a level of trust that makes life in Christian
community uplifting. Third, work is grounded in
Christ-like love and service.  Faculty and students
commit themselves to service in their professions,
community and places of worship.  Fourth,
students, faculty, and staff are expected to live
disciplined lives.  Living and working in Christian
community affects our life-style choices.
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and Goals of the University and seek to make a
difference literally all over the world.  Alumni
participate in the life of the University as well
through giving opportunities and frequent
memorable events on the main campus.

Mission and Goals
MISSION STATEMENT

To Teach ~ To Shape ~ To Send

Point Loma Nazarene University exists to provide
higher education in a vital Christian community
where minds are engaged and challenged,
character is modeled and formed, and service
becomes an expression of faith. Being of
Wesleyan heritage, we aspire to be a learning
community where grace is foundational, truth is
pursued, and holiness is a way of life.

Mission Context

The University, established in 1902 by the Church
of the Nazarene, offers quality liberal arts and
professional programs on its main campus in San
Diego and select graduate and professional
programs throughout the denomination’s
southwest educational region.

Core Values

• Excellence in teaching and learning
• An intentionally Christian community
• Faithfulness to our Nazarene heritage and a

Wesleyan theological tradition
• The development of students as whole persons
• A global perspective and experience
• Ethnic and cultural diversity
• The stewardship of resources
• Service as an expression of faith

THE UNIVERSITY SEAL

The University Seal is used on all official
documents. It consists of a shield picturing the
symbols of VENIA (Grace), VERITAS (Truth) and
SANCTITAS (Holiness), themes that–in keeping
with the heritage of Point Loma Nazarene
University–have been identified with the
Wesleyan-holiness tradition.

MISSION AND PROFILE

Programs at the graduate level are organized for
the general purpose of giving the student a
fundamental understanding and thorough
mastery of a major field of study and of advanced
preparation for a professional career.

Graduate Programs exist to:
• Recognize and foster superior scholarship

through post-baccalaureate instruction, seminars,
and research;
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