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FROM THE PRESIDENT

When I came to Point Loma, I discove red that the view of the horizon

was diffe rent when I stood on the highest point of campus rather

than down by the shore. F rom the third floor of Rohr Science, fo r

e x a m p l e, or from the site of the new School of Business, i t ’s possible to see an

island some fo rty or so miles off our coast when the conditions are right.

This summer my wife, L i n d a , and I took a trip up the California coast and we n t

inland to Kings Canyon and Sequoia National Parks.We walked through groves of

giant sequoias, overwhelmed by their size and endurance. Some are estimated to be

m o re than 3,000 years old.

These majestic trees have flourished because, as a ranger told us, the conditions

a re right. At an elevation of between 3,000 and 8,000 feet elevation in a belt only

about 200 miles long on the western slopes of the Sierra Nev a d a , these largest

living things on earth have been able to withstand the fire and insects that destroy

lesser tre e s .T h ey are in the right place with the right conditions.

I am more convinced than ever about the importance of the right conditions

and right place. O ver the last eighteen months, t h e re has been much discussion,

i n p u t , re f l e c t i o n , and dreaming from trustees, f a c u l t y, s t u d e n t s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , a n d

c o m munity members about the future of Point Loma.We ’ve been dreaming the

a n swer to this question:“What will PLNU look like in 2015 and beyo n d ? ”

The vision statement you’ll read about on page four is a work in pro g re s s — a

look to the future that must alw ays be open to improve m e n t . Its purpose is to

s e rve as a guide to our planning, operations and budgeting priorities as we strive

t ow a rd greater levels of mission fulfillment. Building upon our mission statement

and the commitments it re p re s e n t s , the vision statement sets a go a l , p rovides a

c o n t e x t , and identifies those areas where our work must yield effe c t i vere s u l t s .

Included with the vision statement are some qualitative aspects—strategic

go a l s — we have set for the next two years to point the direction tow a rd our

v i s i o n . Some have already been initiated, and some have yet to be start e d .

I believe we are in the right place and time to stand as tall and long-lasting as a

s e q u o i a , a true giant in our wo r k .

We will have challenges, but they will make us stro n g e r.

We will struggle with questions, but they will make us wiser.

We will face uncert a i n t y, but it will increase our faith.

We will accomplish great things, and we will be thankful—thankful for the go o d

work that we have been privileged to share together in this place and at this time.

This is our time. Each one of us fulfills a significant role in the unive r s i t y ’s

mission and in its future.The conditions are right! We have much to do!

Right Place, RightT i m e
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P L N U MAKES U. S.NEWS
& WORLD REPORT’S
BEST COLLEGES LIST

This fall, Point Loma Nazare n e
University was ranked for a second
year as a top-tier western re g i o n a l
school by U.S. News & World Report’s
Best Colleges 2005 edition.

PLNU is number 26 in the category
of regional universities off e r i n g
graduate degrees. Last year, for the
first time, PLNU broke into the top tier
of this category after reaching number
one in the second tier in 2003.

The rankings have four categories:
nationally recognized universities with
u n d e rgraduate and graduate degre e s ,
and an emphasis on re s e a rc h ;
nationally recognized liberal art s
colleges that emphasize the
u n d e rgraduate education; re g i o n a l
liberal arts schools with both liberal
a rts and professional degrees, listed by
region; and regional liberal arts schools
with postgraduate degrees, listed by
region. PLNU is in this category.

Dan Martin, PLNU vice president for
University Advancement, said the
recognition is gratifying.

“Our ranking pro v i d e s
c o n f i rmation that the
strategic plans we
have implemented
have us headed in
the right dire c t i o n .
And for Point Loma,
that means a
d i rection where we can
p rovide a Christian
e n v i ronment where we challenge them
to live lives of significance for
purposeful gain rather than personal
gain,” he said.

M a rtin said the rankings re c o g n i z e
several advancements within this last
year: student applications at an all-
time high, significant growth at the
graduate level, major new facilities
being constructed, and the university
p reparing to extend our reach furt h e r
into the community with expansion in
both the School of Business and the
Mid-City Health Promotion Center.
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NEW ADMINISTRAT I ON BUILDING DEDICAT I ON SCHEDULED

PLNU will dedicate its new administration building at 3:00 p. m . on Friday, N ov. 1 9 .T h e
dedication cere m o ny will take place at the new structure, which is just north of
Mieras Hall near the entrance to the main campus.

The two - s t o ry 17,200-foot administration building will house the offices of admissions,
student financial serv i c e s , u n i versity accounting and the business office.

Of the three major construction projects begun a year ago summer, o n ly one re m a i n s .
The expansion to Nease Residence Hall was completed this summer and students move d
in in A u g u s t . N ow it’s down to the School of Business, which is ahead of schedule and
expected to be finished in December.

After the dedication, check out the new overlook near the entrance to campus.T h e
a m p h i t h e a t re-style design invites viewers to stop and take in the horizon of the Pacific.
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